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AHDB Early Bird Survey of plantings and planting intentions – November 2026
Friday 13 November 2026
The Early-Bird Survey (EBS) is a survey agronomists undertake each autumn to help understand UK cropping intentions for next year. The aim is to provide an early insight into potential availability in the coming season.
The survey captures the potential percentage change in the cropped area for 2027. These changes are then applied to provisional estimates of the 2026 UK cropped areas to create initial 2027 forecasts. 
These forecasts will be updated after the official Defra 2026 UK area estimates are published in December. 
Provisional 2027 area forecasts
The provisional results of the Early Bird Survey (EBS) of planting intentions show almost unchanged areas for winter cereals, a fall in spring barley and pulses and a rise in oilseed rape for harvest 2027.
Autumn drilling conditions in 2026 have generally been good, similar in fact to autumn 2025. This encouraged autumn cereal drilling in a similar manner to last year. 
As a result, the EBS shows a 1% rise in the wheat area, led by winter wheat, and only a slight decline in winter barley, down 1%. When applied to provisional 2026 area estimates, this suggests the 2027 wheat area at 1,664 Ka, with winter barley at 366 Kha. 
In contrast, the spring wheat and spring barley areas are expected to fall sharply. 
Planting intentions for spring barley indicate a further 11% decline in 2027. This is understandable following two difficult years for spring crops in a row, while demand for barley from the malting, brewing and distilling sectors also remains pressured.  
If plantings match these intentions, it suggests a national spring barley area of 531 Kha, which would be the lowest since 2006's 494 Kha.
The oat area is forecast down by 18% for harvest 2027, with spring oats accounting for around two-thirds of the national area. The provisional forecast of 136 Kha would be the lowest oat area since 2015.
Against this backdrop, oilseed rape appears to have benefited from a more favourable margin outlook compared to other crops, as well as the improved yields achieved in 2026.
Oilseed rape is estimated to see a further 28% increase in its area, to a provisional 415 Kha. 
It was a good drilling season for winter oilseed rape, and some growers are becoming more familiar with managing the very damaging cabbage stem flea beetles. 
While how OSR crops fare over winter will also influence the final area, the provisional area forecast for 2027 is the largest since 2019.
Find out more about the top 10 cabbage stem flea beetle management strategies for oilseed rape.
Other oilseeds are also up from 2026, albeit by less.
It looks like pulses have lost out to the oilseed rape again, with a 20% fall in area reported in the survey. The gross margins compared to oilseeds and the yield variability for pulses seen in recent years likely contributed. 
The EBS also points to a stable uncropped arable area in 2027. This is not unexpected as the Sustainable Farming Incentive and other environmental schemes have not had extended budgets this year. 
Table 1. Provisional results from the Early Bird Survey of plantings and planting intentions: areas for harvest in 2027 in thousand hectares
	Crop
	2021-2025 UK average area
	2026 UK area estimate*
	2027 provisional EBS forecast^
	% year-on-year change

	Wheat
	1,705
	1,648
	1,664
	+1%

	Winter barley
	408
	369
	366
	−1%

	Spring barley
	727
	599
	531
	−11%

	Total barley**
	1,135
	968
	897
	−7%

	Oats
	184
	165
	136
	−18%

	Oilseed rape
	320
	323
	415
	+28%


Source: Defra, the Scottish Government, The Andersons Centre for the AHDB.
* Official provisional UK area estimates for 2026 are not available; official estimates are for England and Scotland only. AHDB have carried forward the 2025 areas for Wales and Northern Ireland and combined these with the provisional England and Scotland figures to produce 2026 UK area estimates.
** The EBS forecast for total barley in 2027 is the sum of winter and spring barley area forecasts
^ a survey of agronomists up to early November 2026.
Additional information
The Early-Bird Survey (EBS) is undertaken each autumn to assess national cropping intentions. It is carried out by The Andersons Centre with help from agronomists from the Association of Independent Crop Consultants (AICC) and the Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC): independents and nationals alike. 
In total, over 60 agronomists took part in the survey contributing 615 Kha of arable land across the UK to establish cropping changes on farms as a representation for the national change in cropping. The survey was mainly struck during late October, with most data collected by 6 November, though submissions were received up to 9 November. 
In previous years, the survey has been an accurate estimate of planted areas and therefore a strong indication of harvest areas for the following year. 
Final adjusted results including a breakdown of regional data for the main crops will be published following publication of the final UK June survey results for 2026 in mid-December. 
No provisional national crop area figures are published. So, we amalgamated data from Defra’s 2026 June Survey results for England and the Scottish Government’s 2026 June Agricultural Census and carry forward the 2025 areas for Wales and Northern Ireland. 
The survey carries a track record of accurate figures. Nonetheless, the survey only represents a snapshot at a given point in time and therefore, should be interpreted carefully. 
The reliability of the estimates for larger crops is greater, as are estimates for the winter crops as they are based on actual plantings, compared with planting intentions for spring crops.
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